
DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Monday, November 10, 2014 

 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Lyons at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Donald D. Lyons, Mayor Pro-Tem Leon D. Laylin; Councilmembers Charles 

K. Burling, James B. Dodd and Randall G. Gross, Sr. 

 

ABSENT:  Councilmembers Bob B. Schuur and Lori A. Hunt. 

 

STAFF:  City Manager Kevin P. Anderson, City Manager; Rozanne H. Scherr, Assistant City 

Manager. 

 

Councilmember Burling moved and Councilmember Dodd seconded that the minutes of the  

October 27, 2014 regular meeting be approved. 

 

Approved unanimously. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

1. Resolution and agreement for the joint provision of Dial-A-Ride services with the Cass County 

Transportation Authority. 

 

Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember Gross. 

 

WHEREAS,  in 2013, a county-wide transit millage request was presented to the voters of Cass  

  County and subsequently defeated at the polls, and; 

 

WHEREAS, Dial-A-Ride Transit has continued to explore means to operate more efficiently,  

  and; 

 

WHEREAS, under statutory authority municipal corporations are permitted to contract for the  

  joint provision of services, and; 

 

WHEREAS, an agreement between the City of Dowagiac and the Cass County Transportation 

Authority (CCTA) has been developed to provide for the day-to-day operation of 

the Dowagiac dial-a-ride transit service by the CCTA, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the joint provision of services will reduce the cost of operations and provide for the  

  efficient operation of the transit system within Cass County. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby approve the Transit Operating Agreement between 

the Cass County Transportation Authority and the City of Dowagiac, and; 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to act as 

  signatory for the execution of same. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously. 

 

2. Resolution to approve a Project Authorization Agreement with MDOT relating to the FY 2015 

operating grant for the Dial-A-Ride program. 

 

Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember Gross. 

 

WHEREAS,  pursuant to a grant agreement between the Michigan Department of Transportation 

and the City of Dowagiac it is necessary for the City of Dowagiac to enter into an 

annual project authorization agreement for its local transportation program for the 

fiscal year 2015 in order to receive State and Federal financial assistance under 

provision of Act 51. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote 

of its City Council, does hereby authorize the Transportation Coordinator Rozanne 

Scherr to execute a Project Authorization, FY 2015 Section 5311 Operating, 

attached hereto and by reference made a part hereof, as required to receive 

financial assistance from the Michigan Department of Transportation, in 

accordance with Act 51, and; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, for all public transportation matters, the Transportation 

Coordinator shall provide such information as deemed necessary by the State 

Transportation Commission or Department for its administration of Act 51 for 

fiscal year 2015. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously. 

 

3. Resolution to enter into a contract with the Michigan Public Transit Association for the 

provision of Rural Transit Assistance Program (RTAP) grant training funds for Dial-A-Ride 

services. 

 

Councilmember Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember Laylin. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac operates a Dial-A-Ride Transportation System, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the City desires to enter into a three (3) year Agreement with the Michigan Public 

Transit Association for the provision of grant funding from the federal Rural 

Transit Assistance Program (RTAP) through a Third Party Contract, and; 
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WHEREAS, approval of this Agreement will provide a source for federal grant funding of up to 

$4,500 for FY 2014-15 for eligible training, equipment, and technical assistance 

and research activities for Dial-A-Ride Transit operations. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote 

of its City Council, does hereby approve and enter into a three (3) year Agreement 

with the Michigan Public Transit Association for the provision of grant funding 

through the federal Rural Transit Assistance Program (RTAP) Third Party 

Contract for its Dial-A-Ride Transit System. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Transportation Coordinator Rozanne Scherr is hereby 

authorized and directed to act as signatory for execution of same. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously. 

 

4. Resolution to authorize the purchase and installation of wayfaring signs in compliance with 

MDOT specifications. 

 

Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac wants to provide clear directions to motorists traveling to 

and through the city; and 

 

WHEREAS, staff has been working with consultants and MDOT to make sure that appropriate 

signage is placed at appropriate intersections; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac that solicited and received multiple bids for this project. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Dowagiac City Council authorizes 

the city manager to enter into an agreement with Valley City Signs in the amount 

of $44,054 to build and install Wayfaring signs subject to the receipt of permits 

from MDOT.  

 

ADOPTED unanimously. 

 
5. Resolution to authorize a change order for retention pond modifications at Russom Park. 

 

Councilmember Gross offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, Russom Park is a highly used park and the City of Dowagiac desires to reduce the 

amount of time storm water is detained near athletic fields in this park; and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac has retained a qualified engineering firm, Wightman and 

Associates, to study and advise on this matter; and 

 

WHEREAS, options have been reviewed and grant funds are available through a change order 

to assist in the cost. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Dowagiac City Council authorizes 

the City Manager to proceed with the change order for reconfiguration of storm 

water detention ponds in Russom Park per the design prepared by Wightman and 

Associates.  

 

ADOPTED unanimously. 

 
6. Resolution to authorize and direct the City Treasurer to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

 

Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded 

by Councilmember Laylin. 

 

 
 

       

        

                

        

   
Invoices FY 2013-14 $57,637.59 

   

   
Invoices FY 2014-15 $177,081.52 

   

   
Payroll $205,846.78 

   

   
Total $440,565.89 

    

 
 

       

                

        

  
BILLS 

 
PAYROLL 

 
TOTAL 

 

  
$234,719.11 

 
$205,846.78 

 
$440,565.89 

 

        ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 

  

Ayes:  Four (4) Burling, Dodd, Gross, Laylin,    

 

Nays:  None (0)     

 

Absent:  Two (2) Hunt, Schuur 

 

Abstain:  None (0) 

WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and 

 City Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation 

 to approve invoices and payroll #3 for the period ending 11/07/14: 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized 

 and directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 
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COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS  

 

 

Upon motion by Councilmember Dodd and seconded by Councilmember Burling, the Dowagiac 

City Council adjourned at 7:20 PM. 

 

 

 

________________________________       _________________________________ 

Donald D. Lyons, Mayor                     Rozanne H. Scherr, Assistant City Manager  


