
DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Monday, November 11, 2013 
 
A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon 
Laylin at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Laylin led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Pro-Tem Leon D. Laylin; Councilmembers Charles K. Burling, Randall G. 
Gross, Sr., Lori A. Hunt and Bob B. Schuur. 
 
ABSENT: Mayor Donald D. Lyons; Councilmember James B. Dodd. 
 
STAFF: City Manager Kevin P. Anderson. 
 
In honor of Veterans Day, Mayor Pro-Tem Laylin called for a moment of silence for all military 
veterans and persons currently serving our country in all branches of the military. 
 
Councilmember Schuur moved and Councilmember Hunt seconded that the minutes of the 
October 28, 2013 meeting be approved. 
 
Approved unanimously. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) 
 
Junior Oliver, 416 Chestnut Street 
 
COMMUNICATIONS- 
 
1. Communications from elected City officials indicating their compliance with Section 

14.11 of the Dowagiac City Charter. (To be received and placed on file.) 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Laylin declared that the communications be received and placed on file. 
 
2. Communications from various City employees indicating their intent to transact business 

with the City of Dowagiac. (To be received and placed on file.) 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Laylin declared that the communications be received and placed on file. 
 
3. Communication from the Greater Dowagiac Chamber of Commerce to host the 

Dowagiac Old-Fashioned Christmas Celebration, November 22-24, 2013 and the Candle-
light Parade, December 6, 2013. 

 
Councilmember Schuur moved and Councilmember Hunt seconded to grant the request. 
 
Approved unanimously. 
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APPOINTMENTS- 
 
1. Swearing in of elected City officials. 
  Lori Hunt  Councilmember – Ward 1  
  Bob Schuur  Councilmember – Ward 2 
  Leon Laylin  Councilmember – Ward 3 
 
Chair was turned over to Councilmember Schuur for appointment of Mayor Pro-Tem. 
 
2. Appointment of Mayor Pro-Tem. 
 
Councilmember Schuur moved and Councilmember Burling seconded to approve Leon Laylin as 
Mayor Pro-Tem. 
 
Approved unanimously. 
 
 
Chair was returned to Mayor Pro-Tem. 
 
3. Construction Board of Appeals- Recommended by Mayor Pro-Tem:  

Re-appoint Pat O’Keefe to fill an unexpired term of December 2018. 
 
Councilmember Schuur moved and Councilmember Gross seconded to approve the Mayor Pro-
Tem’s appointment. 
 
Approved unanimously. 
 
RESOLUTIONS- 
 
1. Resolution authorizing the SAW grant agreement. 
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2. Resolution to enter into a contract with the Michigan Department of Transportation for a 
non-motorized pathway at Russom Park. 
 
Councilmember Hunt offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 
Councilmember Gross. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac has applied for and received approval for a CMAQ grant 

with the Michigan Department of Transportation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the grant will assist in the construction of a 10-foot asphalt, non-motorized 

pathway on Middle Crossing Road from Prairie Ronde to Russom Park; and 
 
WHEREAS, this non-motorized pathway will benefit the entire community in providing an 

alternate access to Russom Park. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that City Council authorizes an agreement with the 

Michigan Department of Transportation to be signed by the City Clerk and Mayor 
Pro-Tem. 

 
 
Adopted unanimously. 
 
 
3. Resolution authorizing an agreement to settle pending lawsuit. 
 
Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded 
by Councilmember Gross. (Roll Call) 
 
WHEREAS, in February 2013 the Wests made a claim against the City of Dowagiac for 

alleged environmental damages to their property pursuant to the former landfill on 
Nubour Road; and 

 
WHEREAS, there is a pending lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of 

Michigan, Case No. 1:13-cv-491; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has hired environmental consultants and environmental engineers to 

defend the City against said claims; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City agreed to mediation to discuss the potential of settling this lawsuit; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City’s attorney for this matter, Rhoades McKee of Grand Rapids, has 

recommended it best to settle the case at this time. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac will enter into the 

attached Settlement Agreement, which ultimately dismisses the case with 
prejudice. 

 
 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
 
Ayes:  Five (5) Burling, Gross, Hunt, Laylin and Schuur    
 
Nays:  None (0)     
 
Absent:  One (1) Dodd    
 
Abstain:  None (0) 
 
 
4. Resolution to enter into a contract with Bobbie Jo Hartline for consulting services. 
 
Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 
Councilmember Hunt. 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Dowagiac has set forth a goal of improving 

communications with the citizens of Dowagiac; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City also wishes to explore new ways of marketing the community to business 

and new potential resident development; and 
 
WHEREAS, the media has changed with an emphasis on social media; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bobbie Jo Hartline has significant, professional experience in news reporting and 

marketing. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dowagiac does 

hereby authorize the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Bobbie Jo 
Hartline for professional consulting services regarding social media development 
and marketing expansion efforts. 

 
Adopted unanimously. 
 
 
5. Resolution to authorize and direct the City Treasurer to pay the following bills and 
payroll due: (Roll Call) 
 
Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 
Councilmember Burling. 
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WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to 
approve invoices and payroll #3 for the period ending 11/7/13: 

 
Invoices:   189,914.03 
Payroll: 195,016.92  

Total: $384,930.95 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 
  

  Invoices                   Payroll                   Total    
$189,914.03 $195,016.92 $384,930.95 

 
 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
 
Ayes:  Five (5) Burling, Gross, Hunt, Laylin and Schuur    
 
Nays:  None (0)     
 
Absent:  One (1) Dodd    
 
Abstain:  None (0) 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Schuur, and seconded by Councilmember Hunt, the Dowagiac 
City Council adjourned at 7:32 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________  ______________________________ 
Mayor Pro-Tem Leon D. Laylin  Kevin P. Anderson, City Manager 
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