
DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Monday November 25, 2013 
 
A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Donald D. Lyons 
at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Donald D. Lyons; Mayor Pro-Tem Leon D. Laylin; Councilmembers Charles 
K. Burling, James B. Dodd, Randall G. Gross, Sr. and Bob B. Schuur. 
 
ABSENT:  Lori A. Hunt. 
 
STAFF:  City Manager Kevin P. Anderson and City Clerk James E. Snow. 
 
Councilmember Dodd moved and Councilmember Laylin seconded that the minutes of the 
November 11, 2013 meeting be approved. 
 
Approved unanimously.   
 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) 
 
Leon and Shirley Laylin presented a picture to the City of Dowagiac.  Mayor Lyons accepted the 
picture on behalf of the citizens of the City. 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
1. Swearing in of elected City official: Don Lyons, Mayor 

 
City Clerk James E. Snow gave the oath of office to Donald D. Lyons as Mayor of the City 
of Dowagiac. 

 
2. Russom Park Committee- Recommended by Mayor and offered by Mayor Pro-Tem to 

change one of the appointments from Kevin Anderson to the City Manager or his designee. 
 
Councilmember Laylin moved and Councilmember Schuur seconded to make this change to 
the Russom Park Committee. 
 
Approved unanimously. 

 
3. Board of Review- Recommended by Mayor and offered by Mayor Pro-Tem: 

Re-appoint JoAnn Ausra for a term expiring December 2016. 
 
Councilmember Dodd moved and Councilmember Schuur seconded to approve the Mayor’s 
appointment. 
 
Approved unanimously. 
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4. Construction Board of Appeals- Recommended by Mayor and offered by Mayor Pro-Tem: 

Appoint Guy Evans to the unexpired term of December 2015 
 

5. Local Officers Compensation Commission- Recommended by Mayor and offered by Mayor 
Pro-Tem: 
Re-appoint Jonathan Korzun for a term expiring December 2018. 
 

6. Museum Advisory Committee- Recommended by Mayor and offered by Mayor Pro-Tem: 
Appoint Andrea (Andy) Jackson to fill the unexpired term of July 2016. 
 
Councilmember Dodd moved and Councilmember Gross seconded to approve the Mayor’s 
appointments. 

 
Approved unanimously. 

 
RESOLUTIONS- 

 
1. Resolution authorizing the SAW grant agreement.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Resolution authorizing an airport manager contract with Oscar Azevedo. 
 
Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded 
by Councilmember Laylin. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac, as owner of the Cass County Memorial Airport, is 

responsible for the effective operation and management thereof; and 
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WHEREAS,  the City has in the past maintained a contractual relationship for the provision 

of airport management services; and 
 
WHEREAS,  upon expiration of the current airport manager's contract in April of 2014, the 

City wishes to enter into an airport management agreement with Mr. Oscar 
Azevedo of Dowagiac, Michigan. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by affirmative vote 

of its city Council, does hereby approve of and enter into a contract with Mr. 
Oscar Azevedo for the airport management services according to the terms 
and conditions of the contract as attached herewith and by reference made a 
part hereof; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Clerk of the City of Dowagiac be 

authorized and directed to act as signators for the execution of same. 
 
 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
 
3. Resolution authorizing a USDA revolving loan fund. 

 
Councilmember Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 
Councilmember Schuur. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac has received funding from the USDA to establish a 

Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) to promote economic development activities within 
the City of Dowagiac; and 

 
WHEREAS, Forrest Fin, LLC is developing a movie theater in the City’s downtown; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has determined that this project qualifies for the RLF and wishes to 

encourage said development. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager of the City of Dowagiac 

shall be authorized to execute a loan agreement within the terms specified in the 
USDA Revolving Loan Fund in an amount of $65,000. 

 
 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
 
4. Resolution to accept artifact donations into the Dowagiac History Museum. 
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Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 
Councilmember Dodd. 
 
WHEREAS, it is important that the Dowagiac Area History Museum not be a static collection 

of exhibits; and 
 
WHEREAS, expansion of the collection is important to a continual understanding of a rich and 

vital history of this area; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is important to vet all requests to assure a quality, long-term collection; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the Dowagiac Area History Museum Director and the Museum Advisory 

Committee has prepared a list of recommended artifacts for the City to include in 
its collection. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council does concur with the 

recommendations of the Museum Director and the Museum Advisory Committee 
and does hereby accept the attached list of artifact donations to the Dowagiac 
Area History Museum collection. 

 
 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
 
5. Resolution authorizing cancellation of the December 23, 2013 City Council meeting. 

 
Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 
Councilmember Burling. 
 
WHEREAS, the regularly scheduled December 23, 2013 City Council meeting falls during the 

Christmas holiday; and 
  
WHEREAS,  the Mayor and City Council desire to cancel the December 23, 2013 City Council 

meeting; and 

 
WHEREAS,  cancellation of the December 23, 2013 City Council meeting will not have an 

adverse effect on the conduct of City business. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council hereby cancels the 

regularly scheduled City Council meeting of Monday, December 23, 2013. 
 
 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
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6. Resolution to authorize and direct the City Treasurer to pay the following bills and payroll 

due: 
 
Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 
Councilmember Dodd. 
 
WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to 
approve invoices and payroll #4 for the period ending 11/21/13: 

 
Invoices:   776,051.76 
Payroll: 133,864.00  

Total: $909,915.76 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 
  

   Invoices                   Payroll                   Total    
$776,051.76 $133,864.00 $909,915.76 

 
 
 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
 
Ayes:  Five (5) Burling, Dodd, Gross, Laylin and Schuur    
 
Nays:  None (0)     
 
Absent:  One (1) Hunt 
 
Abstain:  None (0)  
 
 Upon motion by Councilmember Laylin and seconded by Councilmember Dodd, the Dowagiac 
City Council adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________       _________________________________ 
Donald D. Lyons, Mayor                       James E. Snow, City Clerk  


