
DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Monday February 11, 2013 
 
A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Donald D. 
Lyons at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Donald D. Lyons; Mayor Pro-Tem Leon D. Laylin; Councilmembers 
Charles K. Burling, James B. Dodd and Randall G. Gross, Sr. 
 
ABSENT: Councilmembers Bob B. Schuur and Lori A. Hunt 
 
STAFF: City Manager Kevin P. Anderson and City Clerk James E. Snow. 
 
Councilmember Laylin moved and Councilmember Gross seconded that the minutes of 
the January 28, 2013 meeting be approved.   
 
Approved unanimously. 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
FARM LEASE RENEWAL 
 
As you are aware, the City owns acreage of land around the airport. This land was 
acquired in the early 1980's to provide for expansion of the airport at that time and in the 
future. In the meantime, the properties have been leased for agricultural purposes. Those 
leases are expiring.  

In past years the land has been leased to Terry Ausra and the Airport Manager has been 
quite satisfied with his farming methods and cooperation with the City. After review of 
the lease rates, we negotiated a six-year renewal of the leases with Mr. Ausra at a new 
rate of $115.00 per acre with no crop height restriction and $55.00 per acre with crop 
restrictions. This is an increase from previous contracts and reflects current market 
conditions. 

RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend that City Council authorize a six-year farmland lease renewal with Terry 
Ausra for 147 acres of City-owned property at a rate of $115.00 per acre with no crop 
height restriction and 55 acres at $55.00 per acre with crop restrictions. 
 
 
Councilmember Dodd  moved and Councilmember Laylin seconded that the 
recommendation of the City Manager be adopted. 
 
ADOPTED unanimously.
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RESOLUTIONS 
 
1. Resolution authorizing the City Manager to apply for a MSHDA grant. 
 
Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Gross. 
 

CITY OF DOWAGIAC 
MICHIGAN HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND FOR 

HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT FUNDS 
 

WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac desires to improve its employment, tax base and the 
overall quality of life of its residents; and,  

 
WHEREAS,  the Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) 

announced the Michigan Housing and Community Development Fund; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the funding is available for community development and housing 

initiatives; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac qualifies for the funding based on the City’s 56.0% 

low and moderate income status and we have a lack of multi-tenant 
facilities; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac will be submitting an application for property 

acquisition, utilities improvements, parking improvements, streetscape, 
and utility relocation with an expected cost of $100,000; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the proposed infrastructure improvements meet the goals of the grant 

program and are consistent with the City’s Master Economic Development 
Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac intends to request funding assistance from the 

MSHDA Program and must designate a Certifying Officer and responsible 
Official; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac must commit local funds as a match for the 

proposed project funding by the MSHDA. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac by the 

affirmative vote of its City Council, hereby designates, Kevin P. 
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Anderson, City Manager, as the Certifying Officer for the Environmental 
Review and the Authorized Government Official to execute the documents 
for the City of Dowagiac; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City will commit local funds up to $20,000 

from the Electric Utility Fund and Capital Improvement Funds as a local 
match if awarded MSHDA grants funds, for which the amounts and 
availability will be available and encumbered immediately upon receipt of 
the grant award.  

 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
2. Resolution to revise Building Department permit fees. 
 
Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Dodd. 
 
WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Code provides that under Chapter 18, Article II, Section 

18-29; Dowagiac Zoning Ordinance; Chapter 15, Section 15.5(B); Section 
15.9(B), Chapter 21, Section 21.7; Chapter 22, Section 22.2(C), the City 
Council may set fees for the various permits required by the State 
Construction Code (including building, electrical, plumbing and 
mechanical), zoning fees (including ordinance amendments, conditional 
use permits and variances), and swimming pool permits, and; 

 
WHEREAS, the City Administration has prepared the attached proposed fee schedule 

for review and approval by the City Council. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council hereby 

adopts the attached fee schedules to be effective April 1, 2013. 
 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
3. Resolution to authorize and direct the City Treasurer to pay the following bills 
and payroll due. 
 
Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Dodd. 
 
WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and 

City Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a 
recommendation to approve invoices and payroll #10 for the period ending 
2/7/13:
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Invoices:  80,187.58
Payroll: 117,594.29 

Total: $197,781.87
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 
  

   Invoices                   Payroll              Total    
$80,187.58 $117,594.29 $197,781.87

 
 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
 
Ayes:  Four (4) Burling, Dodd, Gross and Laylin    
 
Nays:  None (0)     
 
Absent:  Two (2) Schuur and Hunt    
 
Abstain:  None (0) 
 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Laylin, and seconded by Councilmember Dodd, the 
Dowagiac City Council adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________  ______________________________ 
Donald D. Lyons, Mayor   James E. Snow, City Clerk 
 


