
DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Monday, April 9, 2012 
 
A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by 
Mayor Donald D. Lyons at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Donald D. Lyons; Mayor Pro-Tem Leon D. Laylin; Councilmembers 
James B. Dodd, Randall G. Gross, Sr., Lori A. Hunt, Leon D. Laylin and Bob B. Schuur. 
 
ABSENT:  Councilmember Charles K. Burling. 
 
STAFF:  City Manager Kevin P. Anderson and City Clerk James E. Snow. 
 
Councilmember Dodd moved and Councilmember Hunt seconded that the minutes of the 
March  26, 2012 meeting be approved. 
 
Approved unanimously. 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
Mayor Lyons declared that City Manager Report #2 be added to the agenda. 
 
1. Engineer Selection for Landfill Monitoring 
 
For a number of years the MDEQ has provided groundwater monitoring activities at the 
monitoring wells they installed in and around the City's former landfill site on Nubour 
Road. 
 
The MDEQ has reached a point where they are going to end monitoring activities and are 
required to either abandon the wells or transfer the wells to another party. As the owner 
of the landfill, it is now the City's responsibility to assume the role of ongoing 
groundwater monitoring.  
 
In November 2010 City Council approved a transfer of monitoring wells agreement with 
MDEQ that allowed the City to avoid the cost of constructing monitoring wells in the 
future. “Consent to Enter” forms that allow the City to access the wells have been sent to 
property owners and we are now in a position to move forward with monitoring. 
 
Requests for Proposals were sent to environmental engineering firms who specialize in 
landfill closure and monitoring activities. After review of the proposals, interviews and 
calls to current clients, Conestoga-Rovers & Associates (CRA) is the recommended firm. 
Their overall costs are lower and, since they are located in Plainwell the travel expenses 
will be lower in the long term.  
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The cost for monitoring activities will be $8,500 for CRA’s efforts plus the actual lab 
costs, which are estimated not to exceed $5,440 for a total cost of $13,940. Monitoring is 
required annually, so this is a cost that will need to be budgeted each year.  
 
The funding for this ongoing monitoring will come from the solid waste millage that is 
collected annually. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve CRA’s professional services proposal for monitoring the wells at the landfill site 
on Nubour Road.  
 
Councilmember Schuur  moved and Councilmember Gross seconded that the 
recommendation of the City Manager be adopted. 
 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
2. Request for new vehicle purchase for Patrol Division. 
 
The Police Department was scheduled to replace 2 patrol cars. The deadline for placing 
an order for the 2012 Chevy Impala is April 17, 2012.  I did extend an opportunity to 
Wimberley Auto in Dowagiac to bid, but they replied that they could not match the price.  
Berger requires that we submit a Purchase Order before the car can be ordered. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve the purchase of one 2012 Chevy Impala at $20,981.05 from Berger Chevrolet. 
 
Councilmember Schuur  moved and Councilmember Gross seconded that the 
recommendation of the City Manager be adopted. 
 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
1. Resolution to approve a contract agreement with Domestic And Sexual Abuse 

Services (DASAS). 
 
Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Hunt. 
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WHEREAS, the Domestic And Sexual Abuse Services (DASAS) provides emergency 

services, outreach, and advocacy for victims of domestic violence and 
sexual assault in Cass County and St. Joseph County; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the DASAS relies upon community funding to support its operations and 

efforts; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of Dowagiac endorses and supports the mission and 

objectives of the DASAS. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council, by the 

affirmative vote of its City Council, does hereby approve the attached 
contract with the Domestic And Sexual Abuse Services to provide funding 
equal to $0.25 per resident, based on a population of 5,786 representing a 
total allocation of $1,446.50. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Dowagiac City Council directs the Mayor and the 

City Clerk to be the authorized signatory for execution of the same. 
 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
2. Resolution to revise Building Department permit fees. 
 
Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Dodd. 
 
WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Code provides that under Chapter 18, Article II, Section 

18-29; Dowagiac Zoning Ordinance; Chapter 15, Section 15.5(B); Section 
15.9(B), Chapter 21, Section 21.7; Chapter 22, Section 22.2(C), the City 
Council may set fees for the various permits required by the State 
Construction Code (including building, electrical, plumbing and 
mechanical), zoning fees (including ordinance amendments, conditional 
use permits and variances), and swimming pool permits, and; 

 
WHEREAS, the City Administration has prepared the attached proposed fee schedule 

for review and approval by the City Council. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council hereby 

adopts the attached fee schedules to be effective April 1, 2012. 
 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
3. Resolution to authorize and direct the City Treasurer to pay the following bills 

and payroll due: 
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Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Dodd. 
 
WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and 

City Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a 
recommendation to approve invoices and payroll #14 for the period ending 
4/4/12: 

 
Invoices:  83,755.99
Payroll: 115,333.30 

Total: $199,089.29
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 
  

   Invoices                   Payroll             Total    
$83,755.99 $115,333.30              $199,089.29 

 
 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
 
Ayes:  Five (5) Dodd, Gross, Hunt, Laylin and Schuur    
 
Nays:  None (0)     
 
Absent:  One (1) Burling    
 
Abstain:  None (0) 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Laylin, and seconded by Councilmember Dodd, the 
Dowagiac City Council adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ ______________________________ 
Mayor Donald D. Lyons   James E. Snow, City Clerk 


