
DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Tuesday, May 29, 2012 
 
A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by 
Mayor Donald D. Lyons at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Donald D. Lyons; Mayor Pro-Tem Leon D. Laylin; Councilmembers 
Charles K. Burling, James B. Dodd, Randall G. Gross, Sr., Lori A. Hunt and Bob B. 
Schuur. 
 
ABSENT:  None. 
 
STAFF:  City Manager Kevin P. Anderson and City Clerk James E. Snow. 
 
Councilmember Laylin moved and Councilmember Dodd seconded that the minutes of 
the May 14, 2012 meeting be approved. 
 
Approved unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
1. Public hearing to receive comment on the proposed Fiscal Year 2012-13 budget. 
 
City Manager Anderson gave a brief synopsis of the proposed budget. 
 
Mayor Lyons opened a public hearing at 7:04 p.m. for public comment on the Fiscal Year 
2012-2013 Budget. 
 
There being no public comment, Mayor Lyons closed the public hearing at 7:04 p.m. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
1. Resolution giving approval of the Fiscal Year 2012-13 City Budget. 
 
Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Burling. 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Dowagiac has received a proposed budget 

from the City Administration for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2012 
and ending September 30, 2013; and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Public Act 42 of 1995 and Section 8.4 of the City 

Charter, the City of Dowagiac on May 29, 2012 held a public budget 
hearing concerning all City funds. During said hearing the property tax 
millage rates and proposed uses of the same were presented; and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac is required to adopt a General Appropriations Act for 

the following funds in conformance with the Michigan Uniform 
Accounting and Budgeting Act (No. 621) of 1978: 

 
   - General 
  - Major Streets 
  - Local Streets 
  - Parks 
  - Sidewalk Replacement Program 
  - Solid Waste 
  - Industrial/Economic Development 
  - LDFA Project 
  - DDA TIF Project 
  - Streetscape Maintenance 
  - Dollars for Homes 
  -  Rehabilitation Loan Payments 
  -  MSHDA Rental Rehab 
  - Municipal Facilities/Improvements 
  -  City Drug Forfeiture 

-  Depot  
  - M-51 South Commercial Development  
  - Electric Utility 
  - Dial-A Ride Transportation (DART) 
  - Sewer Utility 
  - Water Utility 
  -  Motor Pool/Equipment 
  -  Computer Replacement 
  -   Health/Drug Self Insurance 
  - Cemetery Trust 
  - Retiree Health Insurance 
  - Fire Insurance Escrow 
  - 1994 DDA Bonds - Debt Retirement 
  - 1997 DDA Bonds - Debt Retirement 
  -  1997 Building Authority Bonds - Debt Retirement 
  -  2000 Water/Sewer – Debt Retirement 

-     2010 Water/Sewer Refinancing Debt Retirement 
  -  2007 Brownfield Authority – Debt Retirement 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the 

affirmative vote of its City Council, does hereby adopt the aforementioned 
budgets, which are contained in the budget document submitted to the City 
Council and placed on file with the City Clerk, for the year beginning 
October 1, 2012 and ending September 30, 2013. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there is hereby levied an Ad Valorem Property 

Tax as indicated below, based upon the Taxable Valuation of the City in 
conformance with the General Property Tax Act: 

 
            14.1521 Mills - General Fund Operations 
     .5500 Mills - Dial-A-Ride (DART) Fund Operations 
   1.8000 Mills - Solid Waste Fund Operations 
            16.5021             TOTAL MILLAGE 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby given the authority to 

make transfers between departments or funds of amounts up to $15,000 
without prior approval of the City Council to maintain a balanced budget in 
conformance with the Michigan Uniform Accounting and Budgeting Act. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Treasurer's office is authorized to assess a 

1% property tax administration fee to offset the costs incurred by the City 
for assessing property values and for the collecting and accounting of 
property taxes.  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a late penalty fee of 4% of the City tax levy shall 

be added to those delinquent City taxes, which remain unpaid as of 
September 16, 2012. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all delinquent property taxes collected on or after 

September 16, 2012 shall have an additional 1% added per each month 
thereafter to the outstanding balance due. 

 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
 
Ayes: (6) Burling, Dodd, Gross, Hunt, Laylin and Schuur    
 
Nays:  (0) None    
 
Absent: (0) None    
 
Abstain: (0) None 
 
2. Resolution to authorize a Water Service Agreement with the Pokagon Band of 

Potawatomi Indians. 
 
Speaking concerning the project were Jim Coleman of the Pokagon Band Housing, and 
Matt Davis of Wightman and Associates, Inc. 
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Councilmember Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Laylin. 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac owns and operates a water utility that services both 

customers within the city and near the city; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has the capacity to serve additional customers without having to 

make additional investment in wells or filtration system; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi Indians is ready to expand their 

community development located off of Dailey Road south of the city 
limits; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi Indians has determined that the City 

of Dowagiac utilities is the best option for providing potable water to their 
development. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that City Council authorize the Mayor and 

City Clerk to enter into a water service agreement with the Pokagon Band 
of the Potawatomi Indians and LaGrange Township. 

 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
3. Resolution to update cemetery fees. 
 
Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Burling. 
 
WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac seeks to provide appropriate cemetery service and 

grave space rates for its citizens; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the Cemetery Board is recommending a change in rates for cemetery 

services; and 
 
WHEREAS,  there is a need to adjust fees to reflect the actual services that are being 

provided. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the 

affirmative vote of its City Council, does hereby approve the attached rate 
schedule as recommended by the Cemetery Board. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said fees shall take effect immediately. 
 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
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4.  Resolution to authorize and direct the City Treasurer to pay the following bills  
  and payroll due: 
 
Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Burling. 
 
WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and 

City Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a 
recommendation to approve invoices and payroll #17 for the period ending 
5/24/12: 

 
Invoices:  255,407.72
Payroll: 121,500.52 

Total: $376,908.24
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 
  

   Invoices                   Payroll                  Total    
$255,407.72 $121,500.52 $376,908.24 

 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
 
Ayes: (6) Burling, Dodd, Gross, Hunt, Laylin and Schuur    
 
Nays:  (0) None    
 
Absent: (0) None    
 
Abstain: (0) None 
 
5.        Resolution to adjourn to a closed session to meet with the City Manager and City 

Attorney to discuss collective bargaining strategies between the City and IBEW 
Local #876 and to discuss negotiations related to the purchase of real property. 

 
Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Laylin. 
 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Open Meetings Law, Public Act 267 of the Public Acts of 

1976 as amended, provides that public bodies may meet in closed session 
for the purpose of discussing collective bargaining negotiations and to 
consider the purchase or lease of real property up to the time an option to 
purchase or lease that property is obtained; and 

 
 



DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Tuesday, May 29, 2012 
Page Six 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to meet with the City Attorney and 

City Manager to discuss collective bargaining negotiation issues and to 
consider the purchase of real property. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council will hereby 

adjourn to closed session to discuss collective bargaining issues and to 
consider the purchase of real property. 

 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
 
Ayes: (6) Burling, Dodd, Gross, Hunt, Laylin and Schuur    
 
Nays:  (0) None    
 
Absent: (0) None    
 
Abstain: (0) None 
 
TIME:  7:18 p.m. 
 
LATER:  7:50 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Laylin, and seconded by Councilmember Dodd, the 
Dowagiac City Council adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ ______________________________ 
Mayor Donald D. Lyons   James E. Snow, City Clerk 


