
DOWAGIAC SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Monday, June 4, 2012 
 
A special meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by 
Mayor Donald D. Lyons at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Donald D. Lyons; Mayor Pro-Tem Leon D. Laylin; Councilmembers 
Charles K. Burling, James B. Dodd, Randall G. Gross, Sr., Lori A. Hunt, Leon D. Laylin. 
 
ABSENT:  Bob B. Schuur. 
 
STAFF:  City Manager Kevin P. Anderson and Assistant City Manager Rose Scherr. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
1. Resolution to enter into a Memo of Understanding with Southwestern Michigan 

College. 
 
Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Hunt. 
 
WHEREAS, Southwestern Michigan College needs space for its growing educational 

services and needs the space currently occupied by the museum for 
accommodating those needs; and 

 
WHEREAS, preserving the history of the Dowagiac area is important to the City of 

Dowagiac; and 
 
WHEREAS, Southwestern Michigan College is willing to continue to fund a large 

portion of the ongoing operations of a museum; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Memorandum of Understanding has been negotiated defining roles and 

responsibilities of both Southwestern Michigan College and the City of 
Dowagiac. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that City Council does hereby approve the 

attached Memorandum of Understanding with Southwestern Michigan 
College to preserve the ongoing care and display of Dowagiac area local 
history. 

 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
2.  Resolution to enter into a purchase agreement with Margaret J. Behnke. 
 
Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Gross. 
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WHEREAS, the City has actively pursued the ongoing redevelopment and economic 

vitality of downtown; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the long-term best interest of the City and the downtown to acquire 

properties for future development as they become available and as the City 
has resources available; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City needs property for the relocation of the museum currently located 

at Southwest Michigan Community College; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Manager has negotiated a tentative purchase agreement, subject to 

City Council approval, with Margaret J. Behnke for purchase of the 
property at 202 W. Railroad Street that would accommodate said 
development; and 

 
WHEREAS, the attached “Agreement for Sale and Purchase of Real Estate” has been 

prepared and reviewed by representatives of the City and Ms. Behnke. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the 

affirmative vote of its City Council, does hereby authorize the City 
Manager to execute the attached “Agreement for Sale and Purchase of 
Real Estate” for the purchase of property from Margaret J. Behnke and 
agrees to implement the provisions of said agreement. 

 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
3. Resolution to authorize the City Manager to apply for EVIP Grant consolidated 

services. 
 
Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Dodd. 
 
WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac has a long history of sharing government services 

where appropriate; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac and Southwestern Michigan College are 

collaborating to move the museum from the college’s campus to a 
downtown location; and 

 
WHEREAS, the cooperative move will result in reduced operational costs and 

increased museum use; and 
 
WHEREAS, this collaboration is consistent with the Governor and Legislature’s 

initiative of increasing shared services throughout the State of Michigan; 
and 
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WHEREAS, the Economic Vitality Incentive Program (EVIP) has a second window of 

opportunity for providing grants to support collaboration between units of 
government; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac wishes to apply for a grant under the EVIP program. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that City Council is continuing its 

commitment to shared services and authorizes the City Manager to submit 
for said grant on behalf of the City of Dowagiac. 

 
ADOPTED unanimously. 
 
Ayes:  Five (5) Burling, Dodd, Gross, Hunt, and Laylin    
 
Nays:  None (0)     
 
Absent:  One (1) Schuur    
 
Abstain:  None (0) 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Laylin, and seconded by Councilmember Hunt, the 
Dowagiac City Council adjourned at 12:18 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ ______________________________ 
Mayor Donald D. Lyons   Kevin P. Anderson, City Manager  


