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April 1, 2016 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members: none 

 

Spring Clean Up - Spring is upon us, and once again the City, as well as the County, have 

resources to help you safely dispose of many of those materials you may come across during your 

spring cleaning. 

 

Details for each of the events are available online by clicking on the following links and have 

been communicated through the monthly newsletter that is sent with utility bills. Flyers for each 

of the events are attached for your convenience. 

 

Spring Clean Up Week - April 25-29 
 

http://www.cityofdowagiac.com/visit-here/festivals-events/events-calendar/spring-clean-up-week/ 

 
Electronics Recycling Event – April 27 
 

http://www.cityofdowagiac.com/visit-here/festivals-events/events-calendar/electronics-recycling-

event/ 

 
Cass County Hazardous Household Waste Collection - May 21 
 

http://www.cityofdowagiac.com/visit-here/festivals-events/events-calendar/cass-county-

household-hazardous-waste-collection-day/ 

 

 

Lansing MML Capital Conference - Sign Code Seminar 

 

During last week’s Michigan Municipal League Conference I was able to attend a session that 

provided an analysis of a U.S. Supreme Court decision from late 2015 regarding municipal sign 

regulations. This ruling has dramatically altered the way in which a zoning code can regulate signs.  

The Supreme Court ruling allows for sign regulations that are based on the size, location and 

number of signs at a location. However, the content of the sign may not be considered when 

determining whether or not a sign is legal.  

 

For instance, political signs, real estate signs, and garage sale signs cannot be the basis for a sign 

regulation. Under the court’s ruling each of these signs would fall under the category of temporary 
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signs and can only be regulated by the maximum number of signs, the maximum size of the signs, 

the minimum setbacks, and the maximum number of days per year without referencing an event. 

Removal of a sign cannot be based on the date of an event, but can be based on the physical 

condition of the sign. 

 

One of the presenters said that a good rule of thumb is “If you have to read the sign to determine if 

it is allowed, your regulation is probably out of compliance.” 

 

There are a number of changes to our sign code that will need to be done. In the meantime 

enforcement of our zoning regulations will be done with an attempt to be in compliance with the 

Supreme Court ruling that requires “content neutrality.” 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kevin Anderson 

City Manager 
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