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October 27, 2016 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  none  
 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress: 

 

Commercial Street Construction Progress 

This week much of the focus has been on paving.   

•The base course of paving is complete in all areas except for the two easterly parking areas  

(China Garden and Pennsylvania Ave). 

•Most all concrete work is complete west of Front Street. 

•Most of the plantings are complete west of Pennsylvania Avenue. 

•The top course of HMA paving is scheduled for this Saturday.  Brick pavers and crosswalk work 

should commence as early as next week.  

•Block and brick masonry work is ongoing (several features are nearly complete); the top coping 

sections should be delivered in the next week or so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 



Art Call for the Division Street Corridor  

 

The improvement projects along the Division Street Corridor include a number of decorative walls 

and brick spires that will provide the opportunity to feature unique, local, artistic designs that define 

our community gateways and welcome people into our historic city center. The walls and spires 

will provide the background for artwork that will be solicited through an “Art Call.” 

 

What is an Art Call? An Art Call is not a new idea. It is simply an invitation for local, regional, and 

international artists to share multiple artistic expression for a specific project.  

 

The City, through Wightman & Associates, will ask artists to submit their ideas that will be 

reviewed by a group of local artists. This group will make recommendations to City Council. 

Designs will be judged based on the artist’s ability to convey the Spirit of Dowagiac through 

integration of local symbols and develop then into useful wayfinding and identity elements.  

 

The Art Call will go out once construction is complete and it is expected that the recommendations 

will be received by City Council in 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dowagiac Airport Terminal 

 

Oscar Azevedo, Airport Manager, shares accomplishments from this week’s construction. 

Contractors are finishing up drywall, door frames and glass installation, and outside ground work.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concrete has been poured for the front entrance, sidewalk and perimeter maintenance strip.   

 



Signage work has begun and the next projects are: finishing of interior walls and paint. Back 

entrance concrete sidewalk, completion of signage, internet/IT & radio wiring, front canopy 

trimming. 

 

 

Many Thanks 

 

We are marking 90 days of construction on Commercial Street, as part of the Corridor Project,    

and are rapidly moving towards project completion. A project of this scope requires many hands 

and certainly can be an inconvenience to many during the time that streets are torn up and 

reconstructed.   

 

We would like to send out some thanks.  Thank you to the nearly 100 skilled men and women who 

have worked in various trades, the engineers, the City DPS team, and contractors who have 

accomplished a tremendous amount of work, in a relatively short time.   

 

The business owners along Commercial and Pennsylvania Ave. have been positive through dirt, 

noise, vibrations, historic rainfall and even extra aromas in the area.  Businesses were creative and 

determined, from the design phase, to serve their customers.  Their continuous input has been 

instrumental in keeping every effected business open and accessible to their clients – even if a few 

extra steps or creative parking was required.  Local and state road crews have been diligent in 

keeping as many veins as possible, into the area, open. 

 

Thanks to the businesses and agencies who have been directly impacted by street closures and 

construction right outside of their doorway. The cooperation and support from the US Post Office, 

Beckwith Theatre, Dowsett Chiropractic, Dowagiac District Library, Huntington Bank, The 

Dogwood Fine Arts Festival, Smoke Vision, Magyar Law Office, Fair’s Gun Shop, Healthy Body 

Heathy Mind Therapeutic Massage, Somewhere in Time, Mam-sters Radio, and Chemical Bank.  

 

We are looking forward reopening streets soon.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

City Manager 

   

 

 

      


