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November 13, 2015 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members: 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects    

in progress: 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  None 

 

Annual Health Insurance Renewal 

The final pieces of the annual health insurance renewal are being prepared by Rose Scherr.  For the 

2016 calendar year plan, the United Health Care rates increased by approximately 3%.  As you may 

also recall, PA 152 sets a limit on the amount that a public employer may contribute to a medical 

benefit plan, with MCL 15.563 providing the maximum dollar amount annually adjusted to the 

medical care component of CPI.  For 2016, the limit was raised by 2.5%.   

 

Two plan changes are being implemented, the first being the elimination and replacement of a health 

insurance plan with no premium cost to the employee, and the second is a change to the dental plan 

that adds a maximum accumulation benefit which provides for a rollover to the next plan year of a 

portion of unused dental benefits. 

  

Leaf/Brush Pick-Up Program  
Leaf pickup will continue into November as long a weather permits.  City residents who have 

bagged there leaves and/or yard waste can schedule a pickup by calling 782.8200 or emailing: DPS 

Service  request@dowagiac.org.   Please note that requests are subject to crew workload conditions 

and availability.  

Residents are always welcome to bring brush or yard waste to the City compost site located at 

Riverside Cemetery. The compost site is open Tuesdays from 4 pm to dusk and Saturdays from 10 am 

to 3 pm through November 30 when the site closes for the season. 

Museum Update    The second floor of the Dowagiac Area 

History Museum is open to the public.  If you were not able to 

attend the Grand Opening, stop by and check it out.  

 

mailto:%20request@dowagiac.org


Don’t miss the next event on December 2                                                                                                

Studebaker Goes to War, by Andrew Beckman, Archivist of the 

Studebaker National Museum   

Studebaker Goes to War examines the Studebaker Corporation’s 

many contributions to our nation’s defense. For over a century, 

Studebaker stood at the ready to serve in times of conflict.  From its 

earliest days supplying horse-drawn supply wagons to building jet 

engines for the Air Force, Studebaker served admirably whenever 

called upon. The image here shows a train loaded with Studebaker-

made ambulances outside the South Bend factory in 1917 (provided by Studebaker National Museum). 

Beckman has been the archivist at the Studebaker National Museum since 1999 and travels across the 

country promoting the museum. He is the author of two books: The Studebaker National Museum:    

Over a Century on Wheels, and Studebaker’s Last Dance: The Avanti. Mr. Beckman also serves as   

Vice-President of the Society of Automotive historians. 

This program is free for museum members, $5 for non-members.  

East Railroad Street   Construction and resurfacing of East Railroad Street is now complete. 

Gorlich Building Update                                 

You may have seen the construction fencing being set in place around the property on East Division 

Street.  The environmental work inside the building is nearly complete, the windows have been removed 

and the demolition project is on schedule.  

Promotional Video 

The City will be working with the film company CGI on a promotional video. 

 

In preparation for filming in the spring, producers from CGI will be here most of next week meeting 

with City personnel and area organizations and business owners.  This film will highlight the resources, 

events, organizations and businesses in Dowagiac.  The video will be used in multiple ways, including 

on the City’s site. 

 

You can a copy of the letter of invitation on the City’s site www.dowagiac.org.  Look for the “Coming 

Soon” icon at the bottom of the home page. As we progress, more information and sample footage can 

also be viewed on the site. 

 

The Holiday Season Begins Today in Dowagiac                                                                                              
Explore and enjoy the many activates around town during the Christmas Open House Weekend. 
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Sincerely, 

 

Kevin P. Anderson, City Manager 


