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December 24, 2015 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members: 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects    

in progress: 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  None 

 

Goerlich Building Update                                      

 

On Tuesday the last of the walls of “Old Grey,” the Gorelich Building, fell to the ground and the 

tedious task of separating the wood, metal and concrete began. As we pass to a new era for this 

property it is also good to be reminded of the Round Oak heritage and its impact on the landscape 

of Dowagiac 

 

Steve Arseneau, Director of the DAHM, tells us that from 1871 through 1947, the Round Oak 

Stove Company was well known across the country. Their stoves would become a famous staple in 

depots, homes and businesses from coast to coast. At the peak of their production approximately 

1,200 people were employed at their facilities. In October 1916, work began on a three story 

storage building to hold the inventory of Round Oak stoves. According to the local newspaper, the 

building would use 326,000 bricks, 6,000 barrels of cement, 6,000 yards of gravel and 200 tons of 

reinforcing steel during construction.  Just imaging the number of stoves that could be stored in that 

facility. The building remained a part of the Round Oak campus until it closed in 1947. 

 

The building was so large and required such upkeep that ownership bounced around until the 

Goerlich Muffler Company took up residence in the empty warehouse.  Goerlich closed in the late 

70’s. Since that time several people have tried to repurpose the building including Artist Jerry 

Schlundt with his art studio and several storage rentals. However, the past three decades of 

vandalism and abandonment have made it physically and economically impossible for a buyer to 

renovate the building. It has not been uncommon to see the building shedding some of its bricks and 

façade to the side walk below. 

 

Nearly 100 years ago a group of people envisioned a use for land adjacent to the railroad tracks and 

close to downtown Dowagiac. We now have the opportunity to envision a future for this land and 

continue to build a community for the next century. 
 
 



Downtown 2015 

2015 has proven to be a year of increased activity for Downtown Dowagiac. This week Vickie 

Phillipson, Chamber of Commerce & DDA program director, provided the following report in the 

Chamber of Commerce newsletter:  
 

“From the opening in February of Hidden Treasures on M-51 South to the demolition in 

December of the three-story industrial building that for decades served as the backdrop to   

the central business district, 2015 may go down in the books as being a record-setting year 

for this community.  City officials gathered almost monthly, as they welcomed new businesses 

to the community. With each ribbon cutting ceremony, the buzz around town struck a new 

cord, especially leading up to the one the entire community was waiting for, the opening of 

The Baker’s Rhapsody, wich took place in early December.  During 2015, Dowagiac also 

welcomed: the opening of Electric Mist, Radiant Rogue Games, Contract Land Staff, Art Enah 

Suit, O’Riley Auto Parts, Bow Wow Bakery & Bath, Emily Hunter’s pop-up holiday shop and 

Fair’s Gun ’n Gear, along with the relocation to Front Street of Miss Michele & Co. and 

Dowagiac IT3. 
 

Reinvestment in Dowagiac’s central business district didn’t stop there. Also making headlines 

were property owners who renovated the interior and exterior of their storefronts, such as 

Linda Preston, Deb Rohdy, Jeff Neumann and Jordan Anderson, Phillipson said. Yet, there 

were still others, who were investing in Dowagiac’s future with the purchase of commercial 

property, such as Lila & David Fair who bought three Penn Avenue buildings; Jessie 

Charles, who purchased the Dowagiac IT3 building; Cindy and Bob Brosnan, who purchased 

the Round Oak Restaurant building; Jeff Gunn and Melissa Clanton, who purchased Olympia 

Books and The Edward Jones building; and Rob Parker, who purchased the former Dowagiac 

Daily News building on Spaulding Street. 
 

Meanwhile, the City picked up a few properties of its own, including the former Westrate & 

Thomas law office and adjacent land containing the Weaver Insurance building, plus a 

residential site within the same area, all of which set in place the promise of exciting new 

development, yet to come.” 
 

We look forward to the more great news in 2016. 

James E. Snow Professional Building   Since the ribbon cutting for the James E. Snow 

Professional building on October 30, 2014 we have been continual seeking occupants for the first 

floor. I’m am pleased to report that it looks like the building will soon be fully occupied. Last week 

we received verbal commitment for the balance of the space and are working on lease documents 

that will come before council soon. The full occupancy of this facility will continue to advance the 

overall economic condition of the city and downtown.  

Snow season budget  After the budgetary impacts heavy snows of the last two years, it has been a 

relief to begin winter with so few funds expended for plowing. If this remains a light winter, more 

funds will be available for paving activities this summer. 

City office and Department of Public Services hours   Even though City offices will close for  

the holidays, your Department of Public Services will continue to monitor the wastewater treatment 

plant and water filtration plant and Department of Public Safety will be staffed with firefighters and 



police officers. We appreciate those who willingly serve, often behind the scenes, every day of the 

year to provide for the health and safety of the citizens of Dowagiac.    

Sincerely,  

 

Kevin P. Anderson, City Manager 

 


