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July 1, 2015 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members: 
 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects in 

progress: 

 

Big Grey Demolition Grant 

Just a short time ago, we received word on the grant application for the demolition of “Big Gray.” 

The good news is that we have been awarded a grant for $250,000 towards the cost of demolition so 

we will begin to follow up with the state and begin the bid process immediately.  

 

Attached you will find the press release that MSHDA just released.  

 

Something for Everyone this Summer 

Dowagiac is hopping with hot activities all summer.  Make time to share these fun events with family 

and friends.  Here are just a few: 

 July 3  Fireworks at Russom Field 

July 9  Beckwith Park Concert Series 

July 16-19       Summer in the City Festival   

July 18            Sister Lakes Triathlon 

July 23  Beckwith Park Concert Series 

July 25  Steve’s Run at Southwestern Michigan College 

July 30  Beckwith Park Concert Series 

 

Behind the scenes, it takes hundreds of people and dozens of organizations and departments to make 

these fun and memorable events run so smoothly. While volunteers organize and operate the events,  

it should be noted that city crews provide a tremendous amount of assistance in the background. 

Cleaning of streets & parks, providing barricades, emergency planning with fire and police, electric 

setup, and banner installation are but a few of the many support efforts of city crews. By working 

closely with the event volunteers it is hoped that the residents and visitors to the city are able to 

gather and enjoy our summers. 

 

July 3 – Friday Night Lights    Join your friends and family and enjoy Russom Park, the trails, 

concessions, and fireworks at dark. Last year’s fireworks show was tremendous and we are 

appreciative of the leadership and enthusiasm the Young Professionals of Greater Dowagiac continue 

to share with this and other quality events in area. 

 

 

 



Main & Pennsylvania Public Parking 

Progress continues and the parking lot project at the corner of Main and Penn 

is nearing completion. This parking lot improvement will enhance and 

increase parking in this quadrant of downtown. 

 

On Friday, weather permitting, the base 

coat of paving in scheduled to be placed 

with the final coat of asphalt and striping 

to follow shortly thereafter. City crews 

have done much of the construction at 

this site including the installation of 

storm sewer, landscaping, and grading of the site. 

 

Museum   The renovation of the second floor of the museum is nearing completion.                          

A one-month delay in the installation of flooring set the 

project back, but that issue has been resolved and the 

flooring has been completed. All that remains are 

inspections and some final touch ups for the space to be 

ready for installation of exhibits.  
 

Museum Director Steve Arseneau has set an opening 

date of September 30 for the new permanent exhibit on 

Dowagiac from 1848 to modern times. According to 

Arseneau, this exhibit will include important Dowagiac 

stories and business histories that had to be omitted 

because of space limitations when the museum opened 

two years ago.  The second floor also includes a temporary exhibit gallery and a storage and work 

room. The first temporary exhibit highlighting local military and wartime efforts will open in the 

winter.  The storage and work room features rolling shelves, which will enable the museum to bring 

most of the archives on-site. 

 

Blight Elimination Program 

Staff continues to follow up on the recent council initiative to enhance efforts to deal with blight in 

residential neighborhoods. For several decades the city has staffed a part-time position dedicated to 

addressing long grass, unsafe buildings and property maintenance. This year council took the 

additional step of acquiring several properties that were in tax foreclosure with the commitment to 

address blight issues and, where possible, remarket the properties.  
 

One example of these efforts are the adjacent properties at 303 Parsonage and 403 West Streets. The 

property on West St. had a basement full of water and the structure will need to be demolished. This 

lot will be combined with 303 Parsonage. The combination of properties will allow for a larger home 

to be built on the lot.  
 

Another example is the property at 110 Ashland. This property has deteriorated to a point beyond 

repair and has become a danger to the adjoining properties. We look forward to getting this property 

cleaned up in 2015. These efforts will enhance the neighborhoods, residential property values, and 

quality of life. 



Lighthouse Chorus to croon at the Beckwith Park Concert Series             
Bring your lawn chair or blanket and enjoy the next concert on the green of Beckwith Park, downtown 

on Thursday, July 9, 7:30 pm. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 Kevin P. Anderson 

 City Manager  
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