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August 7, 2015 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members: 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects    

in progress: 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  City Council, 8/10/2015  

 

Police camera updates 

Director of Public Safety, Steve Grinnewald reports the Digital Ally in-car and body cameras 

hardware and video data collection software has been installed. Upon completion of download data 

port installations, system training will begin for officers and administration staff.  Steve anticipates the 

system to be in full use in the next several weeks. A portion of these upgrades were fund through a 

grant from the MMRMA, Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority.  

 

Firefighter Gear Arrives 

Majority of the turndown gear procured by the Dowagiac Fire Department through a USDA grant 

award has arrived.  All firefighters have been issued their new equipment.  The final order of 

additional equipment items will be completed by the end of the month.  Upon the completion of order 

arrivals, the finalized grant forms will be completed and grant funds received.   

 

Riverside Drive extension 

Progress on the new expansion of 

Riverside Dr. to Mathews St. continues, 

even if most of the work has been below 

ground.  Once water main installation has 

been completed, the aggregate base will 

arrive. 

 

Focus on Dowagiac Photo Contest     

Submissions for the photo contest will 

conclude this weekend.  A variety of 

photos featuring the use of our City Parks have been submitted.  The most common theme shows 

people utilizing and enjoying the water features in the City.  Any photo, from any City park, from any 

photographer in the world, from any season, with any theme, and from any type of camera is welcome 

in the contest. 
  
There is still time to join in.  Applications will be accepted until midnight, Saturday, 8/8/15. 

Public voting will begin 8/12/15. 



Cessy retires 
After a 10 year career of patrolling the streets of Dowagiac 
with her handler, Sgt. Dave Davis, the Dowagiac Police 
Department announces the retirement of our K9 Cessy.  
Cessy recently turned 12 and is not the spry young pup that 
she once was.  Although she still has the desire to go on 
patrol and respond to calls, bark at people letting them 
know she is there, and give the occasional kiss to people 
who stop to say hello, she is physically unable to carry on 
her duties.  Cessy will live the remainder of her retired life 
with Sgt. Davis and his family and enjoy a loving and 
relaxing retirement.  Although Cessy is retiring, Sgt. Davis 
still has a few years to go before he can join her.   We are grateful to Cessy and Sgt. Davis for their hard work 
and dedication to the citizens of Dowagiac and Cass County through the years and thank them for their 
service.  We are in the process of determining if Cessy will be replaced with another K9 for the department.     

Beckwith Park Free Concert Series                        
Don’t miss A Touch of Country, performing Thursday, August 13, 7:30 pm. 

Sincerely, 

 

 Kevin P. Anderson 

 City Manager  


